rows. Above these stalactites are short
niches with scallop-shell arches and below
them are tall niches with similar arches.
It is not known where stalactites were
first used and consequently every writer
has his own theory on the subject. Spiers
thinks that this form of decoration origin-
ated in Persia,, the land of brick-builders,
and not in Egypt where stone had been
the chief building material.

top of the fagade"
is decorated with a band of carved Kufic
inscriptions. On entering the main door
one finds a room on either side and a
stairway leading to the minaret which
like the Mosque of Al-Juyushi is set over
the main entrance. The entrance vesti-
bule leads into the sahn which is surround-
ed by single arcades on three sides, and
by a triple arcade on the fourth, forming
the liwan. The arcades are made of
Persian arches surmounted with bands of
ornamental Kufic. They are supported
on columns with Corinthian capitals of
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